-*z>S 


JaILm*- 2 L'.’ii . J. J 


d ..in? 197? 

Approved For Release 2002/08/01 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300080067-8 


C.LA' Aiders n.^yr^-d Uadinp 


nm.andoii.fAhh: A Norik Lit 


os 


VIENTIANE, I .no.', .Inly V - - 
A secret operation involvirm 
commando raiders, some it. I bv 
employes of the Centre! intel- 
ligence Agency, is repotted un- 
der way against the Com- 
munist-held Plains den .i.n 
in northern Laos, 

According to v.ell-infnrmrd 
sources, United States mu-i-Mt 
have been landing on the phiy 
and one C-123 it ansj-ori ' vm 
stranded with its Arvrhrr 
|crew there for a t.igbt. 

I The informants said the com- 
mandos had penetrated ■< s f,. 
as an airstrip in the cast rr.j 
tra! part of the plain calif c 
Lima 22. 

United States and Lao! is r of- 
ficials here have refused tc 
comment oa the reported op- 
eration. 

[In Washington, State De- 
partment officials said th.r.v 
werc checking the: situation 
and heid no immediate com- 
, ment.] 

One American source sail 
privately that the Meo lead.-., 
Gen. Vang Pao, whose C.I. \ • 
backed force:, are based ; t 
Long Tieng, southwest of th - 
plain, was “strengthening and 
improving his defensive' posi- 
tion.” 

Some military sources sug- 
gested that the reported opera- 
tion was being conducted hv- 
i the Meo base of Bouarn lone, 

; north of the plain, 
j Informants said two Thai 
battalions and six Meo bat- 
talions were involved. The 
Pathet Lao radio said the opr? 
ationwas being conducted by 
three regiments of General 
Vang Pao’s forces. 

In 1969, a joint' United 
States-Laot-ian operation took 
the plain from Communist 
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briefly but this led to 

-■ 1. u.v North Vietnamese coun* 
h- - j vLc, which drove the Meos 
hr ; k and almost resulted in 
i- fall of Long Tieng. j 

t . n plan Said to End 
i ; A m i PENH, Cambodia, July 
^(ki l)- -The United States has 
-Mo -cd its .secret program 
cf hr. iuii.g regular Cambodian 
tie-ops on Laos, United States 
svurcer said today, but is con- 
jtinuvig to train Cambodian 

him sources said that the 
iam, financed by tile Cen- 
;U»1 Intelligence Agency, ended 
ibu.t month when a' 500-man 
d :nb:d:r.v.! army battalion 
wound up a three-month train- 
dry course in the Laotian pan- 
■ has. din. 
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BY THOMAS J. FOLEY 

Times Stiiff Writer 

' WASHINGTON The 
It o u s e W cdncstlay 
knocked down an attempt' 
by Rep. Paul X. Ah/Clos- ] 
key Jr.- (R-Ca’.if.) lo force. * 
the Slate Department to 
reveal details of secret 
U.S; operations in Laos. 

Members voted 261 to 
118 against MeCloskcy's 
resolution of inquiry that 


would 'nave 


asked the 


Stale Department to fine 
nish documents "compati- 
ble. with the public inter- 
c s t" containing policy 
giticlclmco to U.S. ambr.s- . 
sadors in Laos over the 
last seven, and one-half 
years. 

A short time later. Me- 
Cioskey and Deputy Un- 
dersecretary of State Wil- 
'liam B. Macomber Jr., en- 
gaged in an exchange at a 
House frecdcan of informa- 
tion subcommittee liear- 
-jng when the congressman 
sought to question Muc- 
oniber on the same sub- 
ject; ; 

Televised it caring 

M e C loskey's , repeated 
questions' at the televised 
hearing about L a o t i a n 
bombing policies brought 
a reminder from Macom- 
ber that he had appeared 
before the subcommittee 
to testify on Slate Depart- 
ment classification procc- 
j dunes. ; r 

i "I didn't come up here to 
engage in a political dis- 
i cussicn. with you,” he told 
; McCloskcy. 
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elease 2002/08^1 
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W h c n McCIo: .< . 

\c- 

phrased the mm, titm 

■ 111 

terms of whether Co: : 

I’.'S 

had the right to 1 

. 1 0 W 

about U.S. police in i 

■ • ’• ( i ' 1 

Macomber f i u a 1 i \ 

h;ml. 

sharply: 

"I'm not an < - p ■ 

i (ill 1 

I ,aos, Rote, and 1 mu; t 

hay, 

this is the kind of tnmg 

that makes it diflic.ult to 

cooperate with the a : 


live branch of gc 

„ v TO- 

ment. U you van' to use 

television time to hi 

la.Dor 

the -State Depart m 

• l on 

this, ] suggest y.m 

V.’ilit 

until you got - on.cb:* 

?y up 

here who is pre-pan 

(1 lo 

testify o.n Loos.* 

'Out ef Order' 

Rep. Frank Do 't"- 

1 (17.* 

N.Y.) called MoCl. 

i ’a:y 

"out of order" for hs- 

O’ 1 

t. ions. Subcom: 

i i toe 

Chairman Willbn i . 

vioor- 

head (D-Pa.) mid -A; 

\\\vm 

Sullivan, fo- rncr L- s 

. ;un- 

ha W fo 1 "• . v. - 

1 las- 

tify later this mem! 

1 cl I J (.1 

SU ggest cd t art A -cf a* 

L-kny 

wait until then to "■ 

V. Ills 

questions 

McCloskcy. win |d. 

ms to 

run against i ’re - a a id 

. Xix- 

on in the PL2 ( !' H' 

pres- 

idential primaries. 

ii a s 

been seeking rA is. 

u r in- 

formation on CIA- ms 

! nth- 

er government . act! 

die.-; 

in Laos sim e ho m.. 

he an 

11-day trip to * ,d 

■china 

last April. 


His resolution of i 

. iiijrv 

that the Hou-c t 

urned 

down is a seldom v. 

:d de- 

vice designed lo gn 

c the 

legislative branch a 

lev er 

to obtain information 

i from 

the executive brain 

!i. If 

approved by the 1 
t h c department 

louse, 

o u 1 d 

have had hi days to 

rcplj . 

L;U)S Ii OiVi Sm U 

'"McCloskcy told 

t h e. 


Noting that the Senate 
has held a seciet session 
r-n tins Laotian war, Me- 
Clnskcy said it was "incre- 
dible ' that the House 
should not also be in- 
fo-mod. 

S, Rep'. Refer Frelinghuys- 
len (R-N.J.) replied that it 
lwould be naive to Think 
That 135 members of the 
i lou'.se could have access 
o classified information 
ind- that none of it would 
>c made public. 

Meanwhile, in the Sen- 
ate: 

..--Sen. John Sherman 
Coope r (R-Ky.) introduced 
legislation that would re- 
quire the executive 
branch to give appropriate 
congressional committees 
Cent ral Intelligence Agen- 
cy reports and analyses 
now available only to the 
Administration. 

- Sen. George . S. Mc - 
Gov ern ( D-^.D.)* ] if opo.se d 
flint t h c total a m o u n t 
spent each year by the 
CIA be made public. 


House thi’ United Slates 
has been imoL id in the 
war in Luos l v, r -'even 
years. He raid more bombs 
have been dropped there 
t h a n on G o r m a n y in 
World War II. 
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